
 

Help create the Cumberland Conservation Corridor 
 

 
 

What is the Cumberland Conservation Corridor? 
 

The Cumberland Conservation Corridor (CCC) is an initiative of the Western Sydney Conservation 
Alliance – an alliance of resident and environment groups – to protect and manage some of the last 
great remnants of Western Sydney’s bushland. The aim is to establish a series of large Nature 
Reserves that can be linked to smaller bushland remnants to create a 30 kilometre, 10,000 hectare 
haven for our native plants and animals.  
 

What land is needed to establish the corridor? 
 

A majority of the land needed to establish the CCC is already publicly owned by the Federal and NSW 
Governments. Some privately owned land is needed to create the CCC and this will need to be 
purchased, leased or conserved by alternative means such as landowners entering into conservation 
agreements and being paid to manage their land.  
 
We are calling on the Liberal and Labor parties to commit before the 2007 Federal Election to help 
establish the CCC by handing to the NSW Government ownership of 2000 hectares of Heritage listed 
Commonwealth land plus establish a $100 million conservation fund to purchase land and manage the 
CCC into the future. The Commonwealth land needed is 1370 ha of the Orchard Hills Defence 
Establishment (1970 ha in total) and the entire 558 hectare Air Services Australia site at Shanes Park. 
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Why is the CCC so important? 
 
There is very little habitat left in Western Sydney to support our native flora and fauna and this is 
largely due to urban development. A lot of land clearing for housing has resulted in fragmented parcels 
of bushland dotted across Western Sydney and these areas over time become degraded and native 
species are lost. There is to be no respite from urban development in Western Sydney over the next 30 
years and therefore there is an urgent need to ensure the best and most viable remnants of bushland 
habitat are afforded permanent protection from urban development. A corridor of these best remnants 
will ensure a diversity of species continue to survive and flourish. 
 
Why is federal government funding so important?  
 
We are calling for the Federal Liberal and Labor parties to commit before the 2007 election to provide 
$100 million in funding to acquire land for the CCC and to protect and manage the CCC’s flora and 
fauna into the future. One of the major reasons why bushland in Western Sydney is being trashed and 
species threatened is because there are no funds to protect and manage them. The NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Service and Local Councils are always crying poor that there are no funds available 
to them to purchase land for conservation and to then manage that land. 
 
This funding we are asking for will change all this. We are requesting that Federal Liberal and Labor 
commit to make the $100 million funding available and to aim it specifically at the NSW NPWS and 
Councils so that they become the main conservation managers of the CCC. E.g. the NSW NPWS 
applies to the CCC fund for $5 million to purchase 50 hectares of bushland in Penrith and a further $1 
million to manage the land. Another scenario could be Penrith Council applies to the CCC fund for 
$200,000 to auspice a bush regeneration program along South Creek. 
 
The funding will provide comprehensive management of the bushland within the CCC. It will be used 
for: Plans of Management; fencing; bush regeneration; revegetation works; the building of a new native 
plant nursery; community education programs; walking trails and signage; biodiversity studies and 
mapping etc. This funding will generate jobs for a range of sectors, provide training and volunteer 
opportunities and educate us and our kids. Above all it will ensure we leave a lasting positiv e 
environmental legacy for future generations of Aust ralians to enjoy and be proud of.  
 

What can I do to help establish the CCC?    
 

The most important thing you can do is try to convince the Liberal and Labor parties to support this 
fantastic initiative. You can convince them by writing, emailing, phoning or arranging to meet your local 
Liberal and Labor candidate or John Howard and Kevin Rudd themselves: 
 
Lindsay: Liberal candidate Karen Chijoff  
251A Queen Street St Marys 2760; votekaren@karenchijoff.com.au  Ph 9623 0033 
 
Lindsay: Labor candidate David Bradbury  
PO  Box 181 St Marys NSW 1790;  David.Bradbury@alp.org.au  Ph 4702 6464  or 0413 158 565 
 
Greenway: Liberal candidate Louise Markus  MP -  Ph 9622 1533 
Suite 113, Level 1 30 - 32 Campbell St, Blacktown NSW 2148 Louise.Markus.MP@aph.gov.au  
 
Greenway: Labor candidate Michael Vassili  
40 Lalor Road Quakers Hill NSW 2764 Michael.Vassili@alp.org.au  Ph 0404 872 229 
 
Prime Minister The Hon John Howard  MP 
230 Victoria Road Gladesville NSW 2111;  Ph 6277 7700 
 
Leader of the Opposition Mr Kevin Rudd  MP  
PO Box 6022 House of Representatives Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 
Kevin.Rudd.MP@aph.gov.au Ph 6277 4022 


